2-Mercaptoethanol-independent survival of fetal mouse brain neurons cultured in a medium of human serum.
In primary cultures of fetal mouse brain neurons, medium supplemented with fetal calf serum required 2-mercaptoethanol to support the survival and maturation of neurons, while medium containing human serum did not require the drug. These findings suggest that human serum is more active than fetal calf serum in reducing oxidative stress of neurons.